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      ICTAFRICA ONE

ICT Africa celebrates 25 years with latest tech, exciting products debate
This year’s ICT Africa exhibition should be bigger and better than ever before, with the latest information communication technology products on display, a debate on the merits of Windows 8, Apple and Samsung products and the chance to interact with ICT experts.

To mark the silver jubilee of ICT Africa, which began 25 years ago, the Computer Suppliers’ Association of Zimbabwe (COMSA) has decided to make this year’s exhibition at the Harare International Conference Centre on Tuesday and Wednesday next week (September 18-19) more exciting than ever before.

Microsoft Corporation’s latest operating system, Windows 8, which is due to be launched globally on October 26, will be on display.  Information will also be available on Apple’s new iPhone 5 and on the latest Samsung products.

At lunchtime on Tuesday there will be a live debate on the merits of Windows, Apple and Samsung products, which may include a webcast link with some international product representatives.  

On the first day of the exhibition COMSA will be re-launching and repositioning itself under the new name of the ICT Suppliers’ Association, reflecting the convergence of technologies that has taken place and broadening its membership criteria to embrace all those supplying ICT products and services, rather than just suppliers of computer hardware and software.
Exhibitors have been drawn from all sectors of the ICT industry, including mobile phone networks and mobile phone suppliers, as well as suppliers of all manner of computer software and hardware.

So far about 55 exhibitors have booked space, with bookings still coming in. It is expected there will be between 60 and 80 exhibitors altogether.

With so many ICT products on the market, the exhibition will provide members of the public with the opportunity to see and learn about the latest technology and the latest software and hardware releases. It will provide an opportunity to learn what is available, from where it is available and what is due to become available shortly.

Suppliers and experts will be able to point out the merits and advantages of different ICT products and gadgets.
COMSA chairman Harold Muvuti said this year’s exhibition would be an expo that nobody with any interest in computers, mobile phones, internet connectivity and the various information technology and information communications technology applications should miss.

“That probably includes almost everyone, given the widespread use of mobile phones and computers, millions of which have internet connectivity,” Mr Muvuti said

“Not only has ICT become essential for virtually every business of whatever size, millions of individuals now access the internet from a desktop or laptop computer or from their mobile phones.

MORE …

ICTAFRICA TWO LAST

“A huge number of people of all ages interact on social networks such as Facebook and Twitter. What used to be the preserve of a few has now become commonplace for many ordinary people.
“The demand for fast internet connectivity is enormous. With Internet Service Providers among the exhibitors, visitors to ICT Africa will be able to compare the service and prices of different ISPs.
“The lunchtime debate on the Tuesday should attract a large number of people and help them to learn about the advantages of various Windows 8, Apple and Samsung products and the differences between some of the latest competing products,” he said. 

“Many people find it difficult to choose between products provided by major companies such as Apple, Microsoft and Samsung, because so many of the products and gadgets seem similar. 

“This presentation and debate should be useful in helping many people make up their minds about the best product for them. 

“For the exhibitors, of course, ICT Africa provides a marvellous marketing opportunity,” he added.

He said that apart from the products on display and the debate on the merits of different Windows 8, Apple and Samsung products, the exhibition provided an opportunity to seek advice from various ICT suppliers.
“While we are hoping to include international experts, through a webcast, in the debate, there is a huge amount of technological knowledge and expertise available locally which visitors to the exhibition can tap into,” Mr Muvuti said.

“They will have the opportunity to interact with experts in various sectors of the ICT industry, ask them questions and seek advice on the most appropriate ICT solutions for them.”
Commenting on the name change COMSA will undergo in the course of the exhibition, Mr Muvuti said times had changed since the association was first formed.
“People used to talk about IT. Now it is generally ICT that we hear about, reflecting the convergence of various technologies and the important role that communication has assumed.

“People no longer think just about the capacity of the computer they are purchasing. They need to consider how they will be able to use their computer to communicate with other communication devices. Camcorders have become standard on laptops.

“Internet access has become easy through the use of Wifi, plug in modems, high speed cable connections and even one’s mobile phone. 

“It is in the light of this that the Computer Suppliers’ Association has decided to become the ICT Suppliers’ Association,” he said.

“The name change reflects changes in technology and modern day technological reality,” he said.
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